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BIRDIES AND BOGEYS

Teacher’s pets

Open winner Louis Oosthulzen 80

product ol the Ernle Els Foundatlon that
ptel up the money foe his development. Bls

also mentored Charl Schwartzel, who
almist beat Els this vear at Doral.
During the Cpen, an
Announeer quippead
that Els was watching
somewheres thinking,
" How giuapid am 1,
ideveloping kids who
are now Beating me.”
Juzt kidding, of
eourse; buf Els did
miss the cut af the
British, so he probably
was watchling Els

Good old days

English raconteur Peter Alliss tells the
gtory of the Old Tom Morris ern, when
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playing late in the day wias a bhig advantage
because the cups were cut with a knife and

sinee there were no cup liners, the hole

wottld pot bigger as the day went on.

Control in the wind

John Daly, Laura Davies, Tiger Woods
and Louis Oopzthulzen all use @ siriegy
you might want to ey mest Line vou' e

plaving In windy conditions

Cin thie tee box, kil the ground with your
fairway wood and place vour ball on the
mound ereated by your clubhesd, Since
there 15 & small channel behind 1he ball,
making solid condact with a square Bice
haz a greater probahility 1t keepa the hall
down and rolling, which is 8 grent way Lo

b i ihe il

Biscuit
brown

crel).: the color of a “real” links

course like St. Andrews

True links courses are made
hard and fast by strong winds
that dry out the course. To play
well vou must be able to run
the ball as well as hit it high.
On a links course there are
often multiple wavs of playing
the same shot. It's the opposite
of most ULS, courses, which are
heavily watered and feature
bunkers directly in the line of
play that force yvou to play one
shot type only — a high shot.

Golf‘ Insider

By TJ. TOMASI

IT"S GOOD FOR YOUR GAME

Bend,

C

It's the course architect's job 16
make golfl exciting. so he prepares a
progressian of fests, some requlring
the ball to corve to the loft, some fo
the right and some to Ty stralghil

For a right-handed goller, a fade 1=
o eurve on the ball from left (o
right; @ draw 15 just the opposite A
faude for a pro is a siraight ball that
gets to the fop of iis flight pattern,
then falls o the rlght, af most aboul
three or fonr yards,

When vou see a good player fide
the Daadl, b1 looks ke a straight shot
o the untrained sve, bul a slice s
noticeable no matter whe's looking
at i

Mot golfers slice the ball, ereat-
ing & shot that starts curving soon
after it hegins its flight, and by the
tlme it's on the ground, 1t may have
curved 30 or more yards. The fade is
casy to control; the glice 18 not

Here's the rule of thumb: IF you
can see the curve immedlately, (Usa
slice of nhook: IF vou lave o wail
to tell, it's o fade or o deas,

How to work it

To work the ball the way you
wani, vou must have a slightly open
face at impact for the Eide and a
closed Tace for the deaw

Set up at address with the face
vou want at impact But be careful

don't simply zet the clubface

I'm ot adddeess with thres balls arranged
N & ciamond patiemmn. 'l Do orme Shol
v the right sice of the diamond, o
e 1he left and ana deem the middie.

ball

befind the ABOUT THE WHITER

ball and then o T

rotate the TEJTild i

face open or

closed by i Port St
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This won't mf:m

work sinco

the forearms will naturally rotate
the face o square, taking the curve
off’ the hall.

Fnstead, adjust the e either
open o closed i your hands before
vioul sobe the clubhead. This way
vour forearms are not a factor

The diamond drill

Thiz drill will improve your ball
gtriking:

Tee up vour ball and arrange three
athers ina triangle two feet in frond
of your ball. The top ball of the
iriangle should be on the target line
with the ather two on either slide
izee photo below)

Your task is to hit three balls por
series: one that starts over the right
kel and curves back (o the taroet;
the second goes directly to the tar
get over the front ball; and the third
slartd ovier the left side of the dia-
muond and fades back to the target.

When you can do three series in
a row without mistakes, vou'll be
arcyrate to any pin

Tesr Jatf Overten, who finished
T11 al the Open a5t vaakend, sals
his foreanms squane with the oo
closad lor a draw at tha ninth hole at
the Honda Classic. s a dogleg lefl
ihal reguires a nghi-io-left curve.

TEEING OFF
Woods: From
chosen to frozen?

Al the British Open, where he
rinishad tied for 2trd, Tiger Woods™
swing was muoch improved, but [ fear
l's lest his “feel™ for the game — the
sorse of the moment. And that's not
unprecedentsd for a suparstar

Feel for the game includes the ability
to score, amd there iz a fine line b
tewean hitting the ball well and scorimng
Ask former world No 1 David Eoval,
whn currently hits the ball a2 well oz
b ever did but can't score. Mo, 1hai
15-fecdwr to save par ata crucial june
fure rimms owt instead of golng in

When voursense of (he moment
disappears, you gofrom the Chosen
Cine who seores better thun he
swings to the Frozen One, (roeen oul
of the winners circle no matter how
well you play

It happened to Arnold Palmen;
winner of 682 FGA Tour svenis, who
pever won anather Towr four nment
alter 1974 Heoweas the King, then pood,
it wias gooe. Another phenocm,
Jotinny Miller, winner of 25 tour
events, suddenty leatin, 1n 1974-75,
Miller won 12 tournmmenis, but after
his 1976 victory at the British Open
al Roval Birkdale, his relgn at the top
il the game svaporaied

Just another good player!?

Miller told me that sinee e had
abways had the touch, he didn't know
it could e otherwise. But when he
petirned to the game afler monpihs
af working on his ranch, hed put on
a bunch of muscle amd b zadd “the
Club fisli ke a 40 pound hammes"™
Flis el vweas goae, and he beeanme
just another good player

Tn what T hope is nof a harbinger,
former coach Hank Haney deseribed
Tiger's loss of fesl

“Tn the weeks leading up to the
Masters, he struggled. He was trying
tor et .. his feel back. He'd make the
statemient that T couldn® feel his
gwing and wazn't feeling it like he
hawd i the past Hesaid, T hear what
woul" e saving, and 1 see wheine the
shots are going, bt 'm ool feeling
it That's why he didn't play before
the Masters."

It’s freﬂqr

Feel s part of a performance
gueus [ eall the sense of the moment,
and no arhlete had it more than
Woods. lan Poulter described Tiger
during his zenith years: "“The only
Tiger | know iz No. 1 in the world, the
meEt ruthless person I've ever seen,
the most focused person I've ever
sien. | don't understand how vou
hiole 300008 putts time and again, [
fevaky defies all logie™

Mow I seems logic is back in
charge. Tiger recorded 10 three-pults
and an amateurish 33 putts per
round in his reiurn to 56 Andrews
this vear — this from the 2005 (pen
ihampion, who had only one three
putt im 72 holes that year, Same

venue, different mind-sst,

THE GOLF DOCTOR

The man with the red dot on his glove

I thee movie clissic “The Manchurian
Candidate.” a hypnotist tsed 8 viswal anchor, the
queen of diamonds plaving card, to control the be
hvior of the hero, Every tine he saw the playing
rard, he acted as progrmmmed, In the British
Open, winner Louls Dosthuizen used ananchor to
conirol himsell — he deew a red dot on his glove

Oesthuizen once shot & 57 when he was 19, 80
he can play, but ke many goliers, one of his
problems s that he has too many swing

just before a swing, 1§ reminded bim to “get back
in the moment, to compose myself and clear my

mind,” as he described it

And it's not a coincidence that his mentor,
Ernie Els, uses the Velero flap on his glove as
an anchor fo Irigeer every shot

The queen, the dof and the Velero are all
examples of anchoring, a process thin allows
youl to control the contients of vour mind, An
anchor is a powerful interventlon — one you

thoughts on the course, His solution ot the
British was to puts red dot al the topof the
thumhb af his glowe 50 that when he lookel down

should add o vour skill se
For more on this subject, see my book “The
FHSemand Gaoll Swing™ at www tilomasi_com

DON'T MISS T

A cure for the yips

The SKLZ Tempo Tray snaps onto your
putter shaft and trains you to srmooth oul
yvour stroke on lang and
short putts. The Ball
halder design requites
A smooth fempo o
keep the ball on the
tray Bonus: I you take
a mulligan, you don't
have tofish in your
bag for another bhall

Look for the Tempo Tray
at weww pollsmith com, 099,

ASK THE PRO

You are not alone

Q: Every time 1 get
ahead inour skins game,
[ end playing bad. 1
choke, and [ want to stop
it. Help! — AV

A: For what it's warth,
ol are nof alone, Look af
the PGA Tour this year
for proof.

Jason Day made six
bogeys and shot 2-over
during ithe last round of
the Byron Nelson, but
11 won over rookis
Blake Adams. Both play
erz hit into the water on
18, but Day made bogey
while Adams doubled

Al the ULS. Open,
Dustin Johnson led by 3
then shot a Sunday 82,
Justin Rose, wha had a
three-shot lead at the
Travelors, slumbled in on
Suniday with & closing 75,

plimmemeting tooa fie e
ninth place

And then there was the
Collapse of the Year, fea-
turing Robert Garrigus
dleing his hest Impresaion
of Jean Van de Velde
when he tripled the Las
hole of the 56 Jude
Classic, then lost ina
three-way rlavoll,

So nke heart — even
good plavers collipse
Failing can either ha
erushing or moedivating
the key iz how vou recover

Pressure (& perception
The winner controls his
ar her pereaptlons the
best, and that keeps the
pressure under contral

T Ask the Prooa
ipllest fon abint golf
g-rraeatd firrr al;
Tunstderiaaal . com. )

BY THE NUMBERS

Short shots
from the Open

= Why are there 18 holes in & roond?
There are a lat of answer's 10 this g ues-
tion, but the one I like 12 because there are
18 shots ina fifth of scotch,

 The pdils were 3Kk-io-1 that Na, 54 0in
the worlid, Louis Oosthulzen, would win
the Open

» Driver's paradise; The flrst and 18th
at 5t Andrews have over-100-yard-wide
fairways.

« Putter's nightmare! High winds even
things ouwy

= Approach-shol paradize: The greens
gl St Andrews average about 22000
square feel, making theim easy to find.

» [ 1964 when Tony Lema wis askosd,
*How did you find the greens today?”
Lema replied, *Easy, there's one at the
el of ewviery i hreas

= Tlger. The Open was his seventh
conseculiyve major without a win

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I was there from the crack of
datwn waiting or hoping someone
was going to pull out, and you
watch all your friends and see
auys that you know you're every
bit as good as teeing it up and
getting all prepared for the tour-
nament ... you feel like a spare
part on the driving range.”

— Justin Rose,
on baing an alternata
at the 2005 Opean Championship at
5t. Andrews. He missed the cut this year.
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