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Soldiers of the Louisiana Army National Guard’'s 844th Engineer Company dump sand on a geotextile fabric
liner reinforcing a rock wall on Elmer’s Island in support of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill cleanup efforts in
Grand lIsle, La., July 6. A geotextile fabric is a permeable textile material used to increase soil stability, pro-

vide erosion control or aid in drainage.

Military support to mitigate oil
spill in Gulf of Mexico continues

BY SGT. 1ST CLASS
MICHAEL J. CARDEN

American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - Military efforts along
the Gulf Coast continued July 15 as part
of the federal response force to clean up
the oil spill.

About 1,900 Defense Department and
associated personnel are deployed to the
Gulf. They are providing ongoing sup-
port to contain the leak and clean up
the spill, including military-owned skim-
mers and pollution control equipment,
Pentagon spokesman Lt. Col. Robert L.
Ditchey 1II said July 15.

The military also is providing fund-
ing for National Guard support to state
governors in the region, as well as staging
areas for boom and logistical coordina-
tion along the coast and at sea, Ditchey
said.

The Coast Guard has been leading the
federal response there since April when
the Deepwater Horizon oil rig exploded.
The explosion resulted in hundreds of
millions of gallons of oil gushing from
the sea floor.

“We have been working together close-
ly with the U.S. Coast Guard from the
beginning,” Ditchey said. “We are com-
mitted to supporting the response effort
or as long as we are needed.”

The Navy, he said, has 19 skimmers
and 29 tow boats in the Gulf to help soak

up the oil. The Naval Sea Systems Com-
mand has oversight over those vessels and
equipment. The command expects addi-
tional assets in the region in the coming
weeks, Ditchey said.

The Naval Oceanographic Office has
deployed 24 drifting buoys and 10 profil-
ing floats to monitor wafting oil, he said.
The buoys process data for ocean forecast
models, he added, which are conducted
daily.

Navy aircraft are conducting reconnais-
sance to detect oil that can be skimmed,
Ditchey said. The aircraft direct suitable
vessels to those sites for skimming, he
added.

Meanwhile, National Guard troops are
supporting local, state and federal author-
ities with aviation transportation, recon-
naissance, security, hazardous materials
training and other assets, he said. The
Guard has 15 dedicated helicopters for
transportation and reconnaissance mis-
sions, he added.

National Guardsmen are also assisting
BP to take claims from Gulf residents
affected by the spill, Ditchey said.

In May, the Defense Department
transported 150,000 feet of BP boom
and 250 short tons of Navy pollution
control and salvage equipment from Alas-
ka to Louisiana, he noted.

The Air Force’s 910th Air Wing out of
Youngstown, Ohio, flew numerous sor-
ties for about a month through May.

THE KEY TO GETTING AN AMAZING
AUTO LOAN RATE? MEMBERSHIP

" WITH NAVY FEDERAL.

RATES AS LOW AS

SERVING

Salute Sailings

AINORWEGIAN

CRUISE LINE®

SatoVacatig'ns

Specializing in Military Discounts
BF/-698-2554

A fast and @aty approval process means young on the roaad m pour

A

rfaster. A low, fixed rate means low monthly payments. And our
Fayment Protection Plan and Guaranteed Asset Profechion mean peaie

] APR* navyfadem_.;..g_,_m_m_ﬁm

Mawy Federal
us onling [0 s

-

ARMY MARINE CORPS

Morwegian Sun
7 night Eastern Caribbean
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